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Joan Lund
The warm weather has arrived and soon it will be time to journey to Ft. Worth for the 2005 General Assembly where I hope to see and talk with many Florida UUs. It is not too late to register and become part of this exciting, learning-filled, and fun event. I especially encourage the presidents of our Florida congregations to be in attendance. Your registration will be paid for, and there will be many leadership workshops and a special time scheduled with the Moderator, President, and Trustees.
This month I want to talk briefly about the UU Partner Church Council (PCC) and why our international engagement and partnership is so important. At the UUA Trustees October, 2004 meeting the Board declared: “The work of the UUA is to serve member congregations and support UU institutions bearing witness to our liberal religious faith and bringing our principles to life. Mindful of both the brokenness and the potential for reconciliation in the world, the Board of the UUA commits to strengthen and energize UUA member congregations by facilitating their connection to the transforming power of international engagement and partnership.” 

The UU PCC was founded in 1993 to focus/coordinate grassroots energy of many UU churches which had formed partnerships with Unitarian churches in Europe following the collapse of Communism in December, 1989. Today the PCC supports the partnerships of almost 200 North American UU churches partnered with Unitarian and Universalists in many parts of the world. The PCC is an affiliate organization of the UUA which can be reached at www.uupcc.org. 

The PCC has stated the international commitment of North American UUs has often been weak and lacked staying power. Sometimes resources have been lacking to see global commitments through or our self-interest/centeredness has caused UUs to shrink from global calling. The need for international understanding and encouragement of global citizenship has never been more important. We are in an era of instantaneous communication, with increasing awareness of the interdependency of people and their struggles for social justice. The PCC and the PC movement intend to establish global citizenship as a common commitment of liberal religion and integral to the core identity of all UUs and every UU congregation. A number of steps will be taken to accomplish these goals. 
Two interesting programs will be offered at GA by the PCC: (1) Strengthening Congregations through International Partnership, and (2) Goal: World Community---A Broader Vision of Partnership. Hopefully they will be well attended. Contact me at jlund@uua.org or (813) 931-9727 for further information, concerns, and questions.
