UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS, April 4, 2004
Joan Lund
It’s April already and in addition to “April showers brings May flowers”, it is a time many of us think about money. So I thought you might be interested in information about the UUA money flow. First some words about from where the UUA receives money. Approximately 36% of income is for designated purposes and comes from sources such as ministerial aid funds, capital campaigns, educational grants, and scholarships. The majority of the remaining 64% of income, used for general support, comes from our congregations (46%), through their generous Annual Program Fund contributions; the remainder coming from Friends of the UUA, gifts and bequests, and investments. The fiscal year 2003-04 income for general support is $13,115,015.
Where does the money go? Fifty-one percent is spent on programs and services which includes congregational and district services, ministry and professional development, identity-based ministries, lifespan faith development, and advocacy and witness. Eleven percent goes for publishing and that includes Beacon Press, the UUA Bookstore, and UU World. Another 23% is designated for infrastructure expenditures which include planned giving assistance, investment pools, and an extensive web site that hosts over 250 email lists and makes useful information and resources directly available to congregations. The UUA administration uses 7% of the budget and the Board and other denomination leaders use the remaining 8%. I can identify at least twenty services provided to congregations, too numerous to list in the column but some are: worship resources, building loans and loan guarantees, growth workshops and consultations, church management resources, continuing education for religious educators, capital and operating campaign consultants, lay leadership training and resources, young adult, campus and youth programs, and endowment and planned giving assistance.
More detailed information can be seen in the Treasurer’s Report to G.A, which is mailed to all congregations or can be seen at www.uua.org/TRUS/GA2003treasrept.pdf. Hopefully the information this month has been of interest and perhaps sparked some questions. I have CHANGED email providers and invite your comments etc. to be sent to lundjb@verizon.net or jlund@uua.org. Enjoy the beautiful spring weather and I look forward to hearing from you.
