UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS

Joan Lund
Ah, June, a month when schools break for the summer, the weather is hot, and UUs  make their way to wherever General Assembly is being held…this year in Long Beach, California. However, GA was the subject of my May communication; therefore a different topic this month. It goes without saying that UUs have rich history of working to be a vital part in our political system, dating back to the earliest days of our U. S. government. Our fifth principle states “we will covenant to affirm and promote the right of conscience and the use of the democratic process with our congregations and in society at large”. As people of faith we are called to promote civic action as part of our moral responsibility. 
Faithful Democracy is part of our UUA Advocacy and Witness Programs and is an interfaith, grassroots coalition drawn from many religious traditions: the strength of the coalition is found in encouraging voter registration, educating voters, getting out the vote, monitoring the polls, and advocating for voter rights. Our congregations need to be involved in these five important areas of work and can begin by forming a voter task force and deciding together the issues most relevant to your congregation and community. The UUA Advocacy and Witness staff believes that this work should be done in partnership with community groups, perhaps groups that work with communities with traditionally low voter turnout. You can check www.faithfuldemocracy.org for faith groups active in your area. 
It is recommended that congregation work be planned so that it includes some activities in each of the five above-listed areas, and begins by brainstorming goals in each area and then narrowing them down to a manageable list; then repeating the process for each area. An example of one goal could be to make certain all eligible folks in your congregation are registered to vote and to have a voter registration table at several after-service coffee times. Note that a Federal Election Commission Regulation requires that signs be posted at voter registration sites stating the services are available without regard to voter’s political preference. In brainstorming sessions you might think about activities that would excite the media. Partnerships and joint activities might be positively covered by the media. The UUA has provided a time-line for your voting work: present-September, 2004, registration and voter education activities; August-October, intensive voter registration as most state’s 30 day registration deadline is approached; September-October, Get Out the Vote (GOTV); November 2, 2004, work as poll monitors and/or facilitate rides to the polls; Post-election, reporting back to the UUA best practices voter activities.
Perhaps I have crammed too much in one column but you can find out so much more and get a guide, authored by the UUA Washington Office for Advocacy, by logging on to www.uua.org/justice or www.uua.org/voting. I urge you to do this vital election work this summer and fall. If I can be of help or answer questions don’t hesitate to call (813-931-9727) or email me at jlund@.uua.org or lundjb@verizon.net.
